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Calendar of Events 

 

. 

 Member Cost: $50  -  Non-Member  $60 

Tom Sell 
Sierra Chapter President 

2022-2023 

ACEC California 

Please visit www.acec-ca.org for a complete list 

of upcoming webinars and on-line classes. 

ACEC Sierra Chapter 

See attached flyers 

Friday, January 6, 2023 
Joint Luncheon with APWA,  

Location: Dante Club 
 

Speaker:  
Elk Grove Mayor  

Bobbie Singh-Allen 

Here we are, already at the end of 

2022. I’ve enjoyed the return of many 

industry activities and events this year. 

For the Sierra Chapter, that momen-

tum will carry over into 2023 starting 

with our annual joint meeting with AP-

WA on January 6. Be sure to get 

signed up before you’re distracted by 

year-end deadlines and the holiday 

hustle & bustle. 

On December 6th, I joined our Chapter 

VP, Erik Fanselau at the 2022 CRE-

ATE Awards Luncheon. I had the hon-

or of representing ACEC while award-

ing a $2,000 scholarship to a very de-

serving local high school student that 

will be attending Sacramento State 

and pursuing a career engineering. 

The brief bios on her and the other fu-

ture leaders were very impressive. 

You can read more about the event in 

an article by CREATE Mentor Erik 

Fanselau later in this newsletter.  

Mark February 8 on your calendars for 

our annual membership meeting at 

which we honor Past Presidents of the 

Sierra Chapter. We will have the cur-

rent ACEC California President, Raul 

Laborin, joining us to provide updates 

from the State. 

I look forward to seeing you in 2023. In 
the meantime, enjoy the holidays!  

President’s Message 
By Tom Sell 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 
Past President’s and Tim Fleming     

Memorial Scholarship Dinner  
 

Speaker: 
Raul Laborin, ACEC-CA President 

 
(Registration Details Coming Soon) 

Register Here 

December 2022 
No Monthly General Membership  

Meeting in December 

http://www.acec.org
https://sacramento.apwa.net/EventDetails/30402
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November Meeting Recap—David Ericksen, Partner at Collins + Collins and Moya 
Henderson,Vice President at Assured Partners. 
 

By Chad Coleman, Director 

• Proactively identifying, managing, and lead-

ing change throughout the project. 

o Typical flags for change often include: 

unforeseen site conditions, contractor 

performance issues, weather, codes & 

regulations, requests for substitutions 

during construction, change in key 

team members mid-project. 

• Sometimes, changes proposed by others 

must be rejected in the name of risk manage-

ment. 

David suggested the acronym IROPE as a tool for 

managing changes throughout a project lifecycle. 

• Issue – identify the issue with a potential to 

be a project or business risk. 

• Risks – identify the risks that arise from the 

issue. 

• Options – inventory the options for address-

ing the issue and mitigating the risk. 

• Plan – determine the best course of action 

and clearly communicate to all parties how 

the change is to be managed. Be certain to 

communicate internally so that our own peo-

ple are well-aware of changed conditions and 

new expectations. 

The presentation was an excellent opportunity to 

reflect on good business practices and identify inter-

nal changes that we may want to consider so that 

our teams identify and avoid unnecessary risk for 

our firms and for our clients. 

The November 2022 meeting speaker was David 

Ericksen, Partner at Collins + Collins focused on 

Construction, Professional Liability, Environmental, 

and Real Estate practices. Mr. Ericksen was joined 

by Moya Henderson, Vice President at Assured 

Partners who provides a full line of professional lia-

bility and business insurance to the professional 

engineering sector. 

David presented several case studies of projects 

that went well and some that did not from a profes-

sional liability perspective. A few lessons learned by 

the attendees include the following. 

Management of change during projects is a key re-

sponsibility of Project Managers and Principals. 

This often includes: 

• Thoroughly planning the project before be-

ginning. 

o This often include client selection, 

project selection, team selection, 

scope for success, risk assessment 

vs. economic/strategic benefits, etc. 

• Understanding that the project we live with is 

often not the project we planned.  

o Attempt to contain change by con-

tract. This may include definitions of 

the client/consultant relationship, de-

fining roles on the project including 

assignment of risks in case the client 

reduces scope mid-project, and defin-

ing responsibilities for risk in cases 

where changes and substitutions are 

made during construction. 
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City of Elk Grove Mayor Bobbie Singh-Allen to Address the Joint APWA-ACEC Lunch    
Meeting on January 6th   

By Marco Palilla, Director 

Our annual joint meet-

ing with the Sacra-

mento Chapter of AP-

WA is Friday, January 

6th and always draws 

a big crowd. This 

year’s event will be a 

luncheon held at the 

Dante Club in Sacra-

mento. The luncheon 

will feature Bobbie 

Singh-Allen, Mayor of 

the City of Elk Grove. 

With a population pro-

jected to exceed 

220,000 within the next decade, Mayor Singh-Allen 

and other Elk Grove leaders are acting now to cre-

ate a vibrant and sustainable city with innovative 

spaces to live, work and play. Learn more about the 

projects, programs, people, and possibilities imag-

ined for Sacramento County’s second largest city.  

Bobbie Singh-Allen was elected Mayor of the City of 

Elk Grove, CA in November 2020 and reelected to 

her second term in November 2022. Mayor Singh-

Allen draws upon her experience as a resident of 

Elk Grove for more than 30 years, a former school 

board member, an immigrant from India, a wife, par-

ent, and a career professional representing 

statewide associations and communities to advo-

Bobbie Singh-Allen 

City of Elk Grove Mayor 

cate for quality-of-life amenities, services, and pro-

grams at the local, state, and national levels. Her 

civic and community engagement has earned her 

several awards and recognitions. 

Join ACEC and APWA members on Friday, January 

6th to hear Mayor Bobbie Singh-Allen discuss future 

plans for Elk Grove! 

One Sierra Chapter member firm is invited to spon-

sor the event for $250, on a first-come-first-served 

basis. The sponsorship includes two seats at the 

table with Mayor Bobbie Singh-Allen and an oppor-

tunity to take a couple of minutes to promote your 

firm to the audience. If you’re interested in this 

sponsorship, please reach out to Lisa Thut of APWA 

(Lisa.Thut@ghd.com).  

Register at this link: https://sacramento.apwa.net/

EventDetails/30402  

Where: Dante Club, 2330 Fair Oaks Blvd,  
  Sacramento, CA 95825 

When:  Friday, January 6, 2023, doors open 
  at 11:45am. 

Cost:  $35 Early Bird - APWA and ACEC  
  members only until 12/28. ($45 non-
  members) 

   $45 for APWA and ACEC members 

  registering after 12/28. ($55 for non-

  members) 

mailto:Lisa.Thut@ghd.com
http://sacramento.apwa.net/EventDetails/30402
http://sacramento.apwa.net/EventDetails/30402
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The Sierra Chapter was pleased to support the 

CREATE program for the second year in a row.   

The CREATE (Construction, Re-Development, En-

gineering, architecture, Trades, Education) program 

is run by the Construction Industry Education Foun-

dation in partnership with the Sacramento Regional 

Builders Exchange.  

The goal of CREATE is to “educate and inspire stu-

dents to pursue pathways which create the built en-

vironment.” This program includes over 75 high 

schools all over California and over 10,000 students 

have participated since its inception.  The program 

pairs mentors from the design and construction in-

dustry with high school junior and senior students to 

complete a semester long project that includes plan-

ning and design.  Last year I served as a CREATE 

mentor at Whitney High School in Rocklin. This year 

I was assigned to a class at Granite Bay High 

School that included 29 students.  Among our team 

of mentors, I was the only civil engineer and was 

joined by other industry professionals such as struc-

tural engineers, mechanical contractors, and site 

contractors.  I also gave a brief presentation to the 

class on what I do as a civil engineer and discussed 

several of my past projects. 

The project this semester was to use a set of typical 

40-foot-long steel shipping containers to build a new 

business. The project included site design, drainage 

and water quality, parking layout, utilities, landscap-

ing, ADA requirements, sketches, calculations, 

RFIs, and cost estimating. We met with the students 

weekly and provided guidance on the planning and 

design process.  Students also visited an active 

construction site at a local high school.  The field trip 

to the job site was a highlight and I believe all of the 

students enjoyed the opportunity to put on a hard 

hat and safety vest for the first time.  The project 

culminated in a presentation and competition with 

groups from other schools at Sacramento State on 

December 6th. 

For the second consecutive year, the ACEC-CA Si-

erra Chapter provided support to CREATE students 

with a chapter-sponsored scholarship.  At the 2022 

CREATE awards luncheon, Sierra Chapter Presi-

dent, Tom Sell, awarded a $2,000 check to scholar-

ship winner Yuliana Khoronzhak, . Yuliana is a sen-

ior at Rosemont High School and intends to pursue 

a degree in engineering at Sacramento State.  She 

has participated in Rosemont’s Engineering Con-

struction Design program for the past three years 

and has a nearly 4.3 GPA.  Yuliana came to the 

United States from Ukraine when she was only 8 

years old and loves math and physics. CREATE is a 

great way we professionals can support our future 

members and give back to those that have taken 

the time to teach and mentor each one of us.  

Mentoring our Future Professionals 
By Erik Fanselau, Vice President 

Tom Sell presents the ACEC Scholarship check to    

Rosement High School student,Yuliana Koronzhak 



ACEC Scholarship Applications Due by January 27, 2023! 
By Marco Palilla, Director  

Every year, the 

ACEC California 

Scholarship Foun-

dation seeks the 

best and brightest 

engineering and 

land surveying 

students in Cali-

fornia and awards 

scholarships to 

them. Over the 

years, ACEC California has awarded over $700,000 

in cash grants to hundreds of outstanding students. 

The ACEC California Scholarship Awards are fund-

ed through generous donations from ACEC Califor-

nia Chapters, member firms, principals and employ-

ees. Donations to the Scholarship Foundation, a 

public non-profit benefit corporation, are tax deducti-

ble. Every dollar goes directly to the student – no 

money is used for overhead or administrative costs. 

The ACEC California Scholarship Foundation is ad-

ministered through the generous volunteer work of 

ACEC Chapter members. 

ACEC California will be awarding up to $60,000 in 

scholarships for qualified engineering and land sur-

veying students throughout California for the 2023-

2024 academic year ranging from $1,000 to 

$10,000 each. Sierra Chapter members serve as 

liaisons with local colleges and universities to dis-

tribute applications and promote the scholarships. I 

send information to Sac State and UOP while Rosa 

Griggs takes care of UC Davis.  

ACEC-CA will be accepting applications until 

5:00pm on January 27, 2023. The scholarship appli-

cation is available at this link: 

https://www.acec-ca.org/general/custom.asp?

page=ScholarshipApplication   

and was e-mailed to college Engineering Depart-

ments throughout California.  

If you know a student who is eligible for this year’s 

scholarship, please pass this information on to 

them.  
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Past President’s and Tim Fleming Memorial Scholarship Dinner  

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
By: Marco Palilla, Past President 

Please mark your 2023 calendars now for our Past 

President’s and Tim Fleming Memorial Scholarship 

Dinner to be held on Wednesday, February 8th. 

Yes, this is a week earlier than usual because we 

needed to accommodate the ACEC Engineering 

Excellence Awards Banquet being held on Febru-

ary 15th in Orange County. More details to follow….. 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 

https://www.acec-ca.org/general/custom.asp?page=ScholarshipApplication
https://www.acec-ca.org/general/custom.asp?page=ScholarshipApplication
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ACEC Sierra Chapter Firm Profile 
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Officers 

 
Tom Sell, President 
(Gannett Fleming) 
916.677.4775 
tsell@gfnet.com 
 
Erik Fanselau, Vice President 
(GHD) 
916.256.2677   
Erik.Fanselau@ghd.com 
 
Donald Blackburn, Secretary/
Treasurer 
(Blackburn Consulting) 
530.305.0686  
donaldb@blackburnconsulting.com 

 
 
 
 

Directors 

 
JD Christiansen 
(J Design & Consulting Engineers) 
405.650.3711 
jdc@jdcengineers.com 
 
Chad Coleman 
(Coleman Engineering) 
916.791.1188 
chad@coleman-eng.com 
 
Howard Michael 
(AECOM) 
916.266.4938 
Howard.Michael@aecom.com 
 
Marco Palilla 
(HDR, Inc.) 
916.817.4878  
Marco.Palilla@hdrinc.com 
 
Rosa Griggs  
(Dokken Engineering) 
916.858.0642 
rgriggs@dokkenengineering.com 
 
Dana Remington 
(Psomas) 
530.392.5617 
dana.remington@psomas.com 
 

State Directors 

 
Tom Sell, President (2026) 
(Gannett Fleming) 
916.677.4775 
tsell@gfnet.com 
 
Scott Lillibridge (2025)               
(Rick Engineering) 
916.638.8200 
slillibridge@rickengineering.com 
 
Jerry Jones (2024)  
(Morton & Pitalo)  
916.984.7621  
jjones@mpen.com  
 
Kevin Gustorf (2023)  
(Wood Rodgers) 
916.341.7760 
kgustorf@woodrodgers.com  
 
 

Newsletter Editor 
 
 
Debbie LoCicero  
dlocicero@acec-ca-sierra.org 

Would you like to see YOUR FIRM listed in this Newsletter?   

ACEC-CA/Sierra Chapter firms in good standing are invited to submit a 

company profile for inclusion in this newsletter.  Firms that have not been 

featured in the last two years are invited to participate again.  

Point of Contact: 

Erik Fanselau, Vice President 

(GHD) 

916.256.2677   

Erik.Fanselau@ghd.com 

mailto:tsell@sageengineers.com
mailto:eFanselau@rfeengineering.com
mailto:tsell@sageengineers.com
mailto:eFanselau@rfeengineering.com
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