
President’s Message  
By: Marco Palilla, President 

Hello Sierra Chapter Members, 

Friends, and Associates: 

Over the years I have had the 

pleasure of recommending, 

discussing, approving, and delivering 

many good things to deserving 

people and organizations through 

the Sierra Chapter as either a Board Member or an 

Officer.  These things were in the form of donations, 

sponsorships, contributions, and scholarships. Each of 

those situations reminded me how important our 

organization is in the grand scheme of helping people and 

organizations accomplish their goals and objectives.  

From students working their way through college to 

(Continued on page 3) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Meetings are at the Sacramento Hilton unless otherwise noted. 

5:00pm - 6:00pm Board Meeting  

6:00pm - 6:30pm Networking /  

6:30pm General Membership Dinner Meeting 

 Member Cost: $35  -  Non-Member  $50 

You are responsible for your RSVP and will be invoiced 
unless you cancel reservations 24 hours in advance. 

 
 

April 12 – 15, 2011 

2011 ACEC-CA Annual Conference 

Disneyland, Anaheim, CA 

http://www.acec-ca.org/doc.asp?id=1562 
 

April 20, 2011 

3rd Annual Ken Kerri Endowment Fund Luncheon 

Guest Speaker: Phil Isenberg 

CSUS Alumni Center 

**See attached flyer** 
 

April 20, 2011 

Board and General Membership Dinner Meeting 

Speaker and Topic: Ruben Robles,  
Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District 

 

Wednesday, May 18, 2011 

Board and General Membership Dinner Meeting 

Speaker and Topic: Bob Clarke,  
Public Works Director, City of Davis 
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Ruben Robles, Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District, April Meeting Speaker 
By: Ted Hopkins, Director 

Our speaker for the April dinner 

meeting will be Ruben Robles, Direc-

tor of Operations for the Sacramento 

Regional County Sanitation District 

(SRCSD). As Director of SRCSD Op-

erations, he is in charge of opera-

tions, maintenance, engineering, ad-

ministration, construction programs 

and laboratory services for all SRCSD treatment and con-

veyance facilities.  Before taking on the Directors position, 

Ruben was responsible for the development of the Dis-

trict’s Asset Management program, recycling programs, 

NPDES permitting, and the long range planning efforts for 

the collection and interceptor systems. 

Ruben will speak about upcoming plans and projects at 

the Sacramento Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant, 

including $2 billion in additional treatment processes that 

may be required as a result of a new NPDES permit 

adopted by the Regional Water Quality Control Board in 

December 2010.  If you have 

not already done so, please 

RSVP with Debbie LoCicero at 

your earliest convenience. 

 

Sierra Chapter Supports Future Engineers from the Sacramento Area 
By: Kelly Birkes, Chapter Director 

The Sierra Chapter do-

nated $1,500.00 and 

hosted a booth at the Sac-

ramento Regional Science 

& Engineering Fair that 

took place on Friday and 

Saturday, March 18th and 

19th at Rosemont High 

School in Sacramento. 

The annual Sacramento 

Regional Science & Engi-

neering Fair includes stu-

dent participants from Sacramento, El Dorado, Placer, San 

Joaquin, Yolo, Yuba, Sutter, Solano, and Amador Coun-

ties who will become our future engineers, scientists, tech-

nology experts, and mathematicians.  

This regional competition showcases achievement by mid-

dle and high school students, supported by devoted par-

ents, teachers, sponsors, mentors, and members of the 

public. Top winners of the nearly 400 student participants 

advance to the California State Science Fair, and the Intel 

International Science and Engineering Fair.  

Sierra Chapter Director Kelly Birkes, with Rick Engineering 

Company, manned the ACEC both and fielded questions 

from these inquisitive youths, although the attractive 

ACEC pencil, pen and tote bag giveaways may have been 

their end goal.  

Kelly Birkes hosting the ACEC table, while Kevin Wendland 
and Raegan Birkes (Kelly’s daughter) look on. 
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organizations promoting careers in science and 

technology, ACEC fulfills an important role in society and 

our industry. 

However, nothing prepared me for the sheer exhilaration I 

experienced last month, when our Board of Directors 

approved a $20,000 donation to the Tim Fleming 

Scholarship Fund. This unprecedented action was the 

largest single donation in our history, and represented 

significant recognition of what Tim Fleming meant to our 

Chapter. Tim was the consummate professional, a great 

leader, and an even better friend to all who knew him. 

Although he left us way to early, his legacy will be the 

scholarship that is named in his honor. Each year, aspiring 

college students from the University of the Pacific (Tim’s 

alma mater), University of California - Davis, and California 

State University Sacramento, will compete for scholarships 

from Tim’s fund. Thanks to the donation from our Chapter, 

these scholarships will begin sooner and potentially 

(Continued from page 1) increase in size. All Sierra Chapter members can take 

pride in this effort and know that we are helping our 

industry, in the name of Tim Fleming. 

In addition, here is what we have coming up in April: 

April 12th to 15th – ACEC State Conference at Disney’s 

Grand Californian. It is not too late to get your 

reservation in for this year’s conference. Go here 

for all the information you need to register and 

review the conference brochure:  http://www.acec-

ca.org/doc.asp?id=1562 

April 20th – Sierra Chapter Dinner Meeting with Ruben 

Robles, Sacramento Regional County Sanitation 

District. Come hear how this agency is planning to 

deliver the latest wastewater treatment technology 

to the Sacramento regions 1.4 million residents. 

Take care and I look forward to seeing you soon……

Marco 

President’s Message (continued) 

Kathrine Strehl, California High‐Speed Rail Authority, March / Recap for March Meeting 
Submitted By: Zia Islam, Director 

Katherine Strehl, the newly appointed 

Program Manager of the California 

High-Speed Rail Authority made the 

presentation during our March dinner 

meeting.  Katherine advises the 

Authority on public outreach, project 

planning and works to advance 

engagement with residents, 

community/opinion leaders and elected officials throughout 

the state.  

Katherine provided overview on background, funding and 

current status of the proposed 800 miles long high speed 

rail system project.  She indicated that approximately 30% 

of the projected overall construction cost is anticipated from 

private investment.  The authority received about $5.5 

billion to date for the initial construction.  Construction of 

the first section of the track in the Central Valley is 

anticipated to begin in second half of 2012.  The first 

section extends from about 120 miles north of Fresno 

near Madera to Bakersfield.  This initial construction has 

the potential to create nearly 100,000 jobs.  The 

Authority received exciting responses to the Request for 

Expression of Interest from private companies.  The 

request for qualifications and request for proposals are 

anticipated around spring and end of 2011, respectively.  

The authority will hold an Industry forum on April 12, 

2011.  The authority encourages the general public and 

consulting industry to get additional information through 

the website (http://www.cahighspeedrail.ca.gov) or by 

calling 916-324-1541. 
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UDBE, DBE and SWBE 

(CalTrans), SB (DGS) and 

WBE (CPUC). 

Christine M. Johnson PLS 

is a professional land 

surveyor (CA license 6596) 

with over twenty-five years 

experience in the surveying 

and engineering field. She is a 2005 recipient of the 

Sacramento Business Journal’s “Women Who Mean 

Business” award. Her focused management techniques 

will ensure you have a highly qualified team dedicated to 

your professional interests.  

Clear Path is particularly proud of our long mentorship 

under one of Placer County’s original Land Surveyors, Mr. 

J. Norman Andregg, PLS 2515. Mr. Andregg’s surveys are 

regarded as the “gold standard” for surveying in Placer 

County to this day. His standards and careful methodology 

form the core of our business philosophy, from the 

exacting detail required in data gathering, processing and 

analysis to the precise legal 

descriptions and plats so 

necessary to our profession. 

Contact: 

Christine Johnson PLS 

500 Auburn Folsom Road, 

Suite 100 

Auburn, CA 95603 

530-887-1410 

www.clear-path.net 

Clear Path Land Evolvement, Inc. provides professional 

land surveying and consulting services for land use and 

land development projects. Established in 2006, we serve 

the environmental, land preservation, land development 

and legal communities. The term Land Evolvement 

reflects our integrative 

approach to assisting 

clients with processes 

and solutions for all their 

land projects. Our goal is 

to provide clients with 

focused, effective and 

cost-efficient services 

coupled with real time 

reporting. 

Clear Path Land Evolvement, a professional services 

provider under the direction of Christine M. Johnson PLS, 

offers specialized services to our clients including: 

 Land Surveying 

 Project planning and implementation 

 Acquisitions, entitlements and easements 

 Title and boundary research, interpretation and 

analysis 

 Expert witness testimony 

 Jurisdictional permits, plans and document preparation 

 Aerial mapping and photography procurement 

 Team development and communications 

Our clients include local and regional municipalities, the 

State of California, engineering firms, landowners, 

attorneys and business owners. Clear Path is certified as 

 An ACEC-CA Company Profile 

GET NOTICED IN THE SIERRA CHAPTER NEWSLETTER! 

Would you like to see YOUR FIRM listed on this page?  ACEC-CA/Sierra 
Chapter firms in good standing are invited to submit a company profile for inclu-
sion in this newsletter. Firms that have not been featured in the last two 
years are invited to participate again.  

Contact Ed Henderson for submission details. 

Point of Contact: 
Ed Henderson 
TLA Engineering & Planning 
916.786.0685 
ed@tla-inc.com 

Placer Dog Training Facility, 
Granite Bay, CA 

Kings Beach CCI 

River Delta High School 
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Officers 

Marco Palilla, President  
(HDR Engineering, Inc) 
916.817.4878   
Marco.Palilla@hdrinc.com 
 
Ed Henderson, Vice President  
(TLA Engineering & Planning) 
916.786.0685 
ed@tla-inc.com 
 
Jerry Jones, Secty/Treasurer  
(Nolte Associates, Inc.) 
916.641.9100 
Jerry.Jones@Nolte.com 

Directors 

Steve Greenfield 
(Cunningham Engineering) 
530.758.2026 
steve@cecwest.com 

Zia Islam 
(Kleinfelder, Inc.) 
916.366.2377 
zislam@kleinfelder.com 

Eli Aramouni 
(Drake Haglan & Associates) 
916.363.4210 
earamouni@drakehaglan.com 

Kelly Birkes 
(Rick Engineering ) 
916) 638-8200 
kbirkes@rickengineering.com 

Ted Hopkins 
(Shannon & Wilson) 
(916) 438-2300 
TWH@shanwil.com 

State Directors 

Christopher Curtis (2012) 
(CBC Surveys) 
916.921.9033 
ccurtis@cbcsurveys.com 

Bob LoRusso (2013)  
(Salaber Associates, Inc.) 
707.693.8800 
rlorusso@saiservices.com 

Jeff Patton (2011) 

(Blackburn Consulting) 
530.887.1494 
jeffp@blackburnconsulting.com 
 
Marco Palilla (2011)  
(HDR Engineering, Inc) 
916.817.4878   
Marco.Palilla@hdrinc.com 

2010/11 Board of Directors 

Lisa Thut, CPSM 
Newsletter Editor 
916.773.2600, x114 
lthut@acec-ca-sierra.org  

Debbie LoCicero  
Recording Secretary 
916-203-2474 
dlocicero@acec-ca-sierra.org  

Kristen Kho 
Webmaster 
kkho@acec-ca-sierra.org  

 



ECONOMIC RECOVERY; A TRUE CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE!  

As the whispers of an improving financial climate abound, economic recovery is on the minds of the leaders 
within our industry firms.  In keeping with that idea, ACEC California is proud to present its 2011 Annual Conference, 
themed “Economic Recovery; A True California Adventure”.  The conference will take place at Disney’s Grand 
Californian Resort & Spa, located within the Disneyland Resort in Anaheim. Do not miss out on a rare 
opportunity to gain invaluable information on potential project work for your firm and to network with top leaders 
within the industry while channeling your inner-child!

Reserve your room now!  ACEC California has negotiated a conference room rate of $179 per night, which is 
available three days prior and post conference.  Reservations are available online or by calling 714-520-5005.  

Disney’s Grand Californian Hotel & Spa is an architectural triumph inspired by California’s renowned Arts & 
Crafts style and is steps away from California Adventure and Downtown Disney.  Their Four Diamond award-
winning accommodations ensure that attendees are pampered with impeccable service and an impressive 
array of amenities in unparalleled surroundings.

Discount Tickets Now Available!  These special ticket prices are not available once you arrive to the Resort.  
The ticket store will close at 9:00 PM PST on April 9, 2011.  Do not delay, purchase now and save!  Tickets are valid 
April 7 - 20, 2011.  Twilight tickets are NOT valid April 3, 8, or 10.  To purchase the special priced tickets, please visit 
the ACEC California website (see details below).

For more information, please visit the 2011 Annual Conference page on the ACEC California website:  
http://www.acec-ca.org/annualconference/

Questions?  Please contact Jenny Devine at 916-340-6304 or jdevine@acec-ca.org 



Endowment fund luncheon

Sacramento State Alumni Center

Phil Isenberg
Chair, Delta Stewardship Council

Dr. Ken Kerri
11:30 am — 1:30 pm

keynote speaker

First Name Last Name

Organization (if applicable)

Address

City State Zip Code

Phone Number Email Address

Lunch will be served at the cost of $25 per person. If 
you prefer the vegetarian option, please check here. 

Below, please indicate how you will be paying for lunch.

I have included a check with this  
registration form. 

Please make checks payable to:  
Civil Engineering Department, Sac State.
 
I would like to pay by credit card.

The website is not secure; therefore, we will call you for your credit card payment information.
Phone Number to call: Best time to call:

Please complete the registration form for each person attending, coordinate preferred payment method (as outlined below) and 
either fax the registration form to (916) 278-7957 (Attention: Neysa Bush) or mail it, along with payment by check to:

Department of Civil Engineering
Attention: Neysa Bush
California State University, Sacramento
6000 J Street Sacramento, CA 95819-6029 

For all questions about the Ken Kerri Endowment Fund 
Luncheon, please call Neysa Bush at:  
(916) 278-6982 or email her at nbush@ecs.csus.edu

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: April 13th

Alumni B.S. ______ year M.S. ______ year
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